CITY OF MINNESOTA CITY
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES FOR CELL PHONE TOWER
MAY 12, 2026
Mayor Kelvin Penrod opened the Public Hearing at 7:03PM.  Angie Bohnstengel, Joe Pellowski and Hollis Donehower were present.  Emily Conners was absent. 
The City of Minnesota City held a public hearing to discuss a possible cell phone tower being installed at 125 Lake Street in Minnesota City.  14 Residents attended the meeting to express their concerns and ask questions.
Kurt Rasmussen, a representative from GSS attended the meeting to answer questions and concerns.  The tower would be built for Verizon and the owner of the tower would be Hemphill Towers out of Tulsa Oklahoma.  The tower would be a 5g tower. The tower that would be built looks like a large flag pole.  There would be approximately 6 antenna’s per one carrier.  The pole could house up to 4 carriers.  Due to the approximately to the airport, there would be a light on the tower that shines upward for the airplanes.  When building a cell tower everything must be regulated through the FCC.
The height of the tower is unknown at this time.  The height would depend upon FCC regulations.

If anything were to go wrong with the tower, Hemphill Towers would be responsible.  That would include any fires or if the tower would fall.  Both concerns are very unlikely.

The tower runs on very low power.  Radiation emitted from the tower is lower that holding your cell phone.  The tower would be for communications only.

It is unknown if property value would increase or decrease from the installation of a cell tower.  It may increase for some just as it could decrease for others.  It all depends upon the person.

At this time the council is going to table the tower until more information and there is more discussion.  The council will consider the public’s input, but ultimately it will be the council’s decision if the tower is installed or not, assuming Hemphill towers wants to build it.  It would take at least 6-8 months after approval to build the tower due to environmental work. 

A motion was made by Joe Pellowski and seconded by Angie Bohnstengel to adjourn the Public Hearing Meeting at 7:45PM.  All voted in favor; motion passed.  

Respectfully submitted,
Tina Full

